Sample Parents’ Letter
Date
Dear Parent/Guardian:

During the next (insert number of weeks) weeks, your child will be participating in an exciting family oral history project through (English, Geography, History, etc) class at school.  It will be an engaging learning experience for your child that will use rare oral histories and photographs from the Multicultural History Society of Ontario’s collection to teach students about the values and techniques of oral history.  

The theme of the project is “Coming to Canada.” Over the next few weeks, your child will ask to interview you, someone in your family or a family friend on this theme. He/she will also ask for help or ideas about how to illustrate creatively the family story with photographs and other treasures from the home, like grandpa’s medals or mom’s old school uniform (photos of artefacts may be used). The underlying idea of the project is that no matter when and where they came from, the stories and lives of all people who came here are part of the identity of Canada. Everyone’s story has importance in the history of our multicultural country. 
Being able to learn about and share each others’ unique histories promotes pride, respect, healthy curiosity and mutual understanding. It also helps to show that we are all ‘actors’ in history. The many stories that make up Canada’s history can be effectively – perhaps most effectively – told by the participants themselves. 
Your child’s work will be on display for the Celebration of Diversity, the culminating event of this project which will take place from 4-6 pm on        (insert date)    , in the school gym.
We know that you and your child will enjoy participating in this project.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at ###. 
Sincerely, 

