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 APortrai of Vietnam

Vietnam today remains
largely agricultural. More
than three quarters of the
population live in rural
areas, such as the rich rice-
producing regions of the
Mekong and Red River
deltas.

Working in the rice fields, Hué.
| Photo courtesy of Manfred Leiterwww.ropicalisland.de
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Rice is the country’s most
important crop, planted on
over 80% of the farmland in
Vietnam.

A narrow strip of mountains divides Vietnam into north
and south. The Red (Hong) River dominates the north
region, the capital city of Hanoi located near its delta.

In the south, the historically rich port of Saigon (today’s
Ho Chi Minh City) lies at the base of the fertile Mekong
River Delta.
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e Vietnam is unusual in Southeast Asia in that almost 90% of the country’s 8o million inhabitants
are native Vietnamese.

| Vietnam’s largest ethnic minority are the "Sino-Vietnamese," Vietnamese citizens of Chinese
origin. Almost half of the Sino-Vietnamese population fled the country, together with
thousands of native Vietnamese, following the establishment of the Communist regime in the
late 1970s.

Street scene, Hanoi, Vietnam.
Photo courtesy of Manfred Leiter, www.tropicalisland.de i
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The Nguyen Family’s Story

Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dung.

As the boat neared Thailand, pirates
attacked and robbed passengers
of their food and most of their
possessions.

Rescue arrived through a fortunate
encounter with the ship Akuna in
January 1980. The crew of the
Akuna provided their exhausted
passengers with food and clothing.
The Nguyens travelled on the Akuna
for a month before finding safe-
haven in Thailand.

Children being transferred from the Nguyen’s boat to the Akuna.
Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dung.

After the Nguyens disembarked in
Thailand, they were transferred to
the Songkhla Refugee Camp. They
remained at the camp for three
months before they were accepted
as refugees by the Canadian
government.

Photo courtesy of Nguyen Tan Dun.

Two years later in 1982,
Nguyen Tan Dung sponsored
his brother and family to
come to Canada.
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and organizing a rich variety of cultural events.
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Owning a small business is one way some Vietnamese immigrants
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Ilding Community

Voluntary'Associations

Vietnamese immigrants were quick to develop their own voluntary organizations, or "hoi." These
groups continue to play a vital role in the community by welcoming and aiding new immigrants

WY By F

ization. The Vietnamese Association
mong Toronto’s small population of
formed in Toronto.

".JL
-'-![f"h-

Here, a group of Vietnamese
youth perform a traditional

en’s Association dance for the Vietnamese
0 remember the Elderly Association, 2001.
t national
rors in 40 A.D.

economy. Many immigrants
nal or managerlal pos:tlons.
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The majority of Vietnamese Canadians practice a
form of Buddhism called "tam giao." Here, Buddhist
monks from around the world gather to inaugerate
the opening of the Phap Van Vietnamese Buddhist
Cultural Centre in Mississauga in June, 2002.
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Kim Cuc Nguyen
Developing a Strong
Community

Kim Cuc Nguyen arrived in Toronto with her
husband and two children in the Spring of
1979.

£

A literature teacher
and school principal in
Vietnam, Kim found
-

iy work as a counter clerk
for a drycleaners when
@ she first arrived. After
obtaining her Ontario
teacher’s equivalency,
she accepted a job
with the Toronto
District School Board
providing settlement
support to Vietnamese
children in Toronto
schools. She worked for the
School Board for 18 years

- before retiring in 2003.

Kim Cuc, 2002.

| Beyond her work experience,

L X , Kim has been an active vol-
F 'nq., __.-'Il unteer with the Vietnamese
AN e community for over 20 years.

Kim and Anh, 1970. A passionate supporter of

children and youth, she has
dedicated much of her free time to
encouraging youth involvement in music.

Kim’s community work has earned her
three Ontario Volunteer Service Awards
between 1992 and 2003; she continues
to contribute her time to support the
development of her community.

I Students perform in a school choir, 2002.

Phan Dam
Excellence in Education

Phan Dam with his father, Duy Tao Dam, Montreal, 1985.

Phan Dam with his son, Micheal Dam Hieu Ton,
on Michael's wedding day in Mississauga, 2002.

Pham The Trung

Memory and Identity
through the Arts

Pham The Trung fled Vietnam with his

younger brother in

January 1980. After

spending five months in a refugee camp in
Thailand, he was granted asylum in Canada

in June 1980.

Atalented artist and
sculptor from the
age of eight, Pham
graduated with hon-
ours from the Saigon
National University
of Fine Arts in 1979.

"Escape to Freedom,"

Pham Tre Trung, 1995. Commissioned by the federal government
in 1995, Pham’s most famous work commemorates the 2o0th

anniversary of the fall of Saigon.

In the early years in

Toronto, Pham found

work sculpting mouldings and frescoes
for buildings, opening a studio on Dundas

Street in 1985.

Since that time, he has established a strong

reputation as an artist and sculptor in
Canada. His art expresses the history and
landscape of his native Vietnam - the rich
wetlands of the Mekong Delta where he
grew up — and his memories of war and
escape. “l was born in war, and | grew up
in war,” he remembers; “my childhood
was lost, but we survived. My memories

survived.”

Pham was honoured with a City of Toronto

Civic Award of Merit in 1997. His work is in
private and public collections worldwide.




