Sample Student Assignment and Rubric for Grade 8s as an Introduction to History 
Courtesy of Mr. Francis Da Silva

Origins: My Story

Premise:

You must first know your own story before you can truly appreciate the story of others. The purpose of this research exercise is to begin to think about history and its interconnections to you and your community. The way you present your research will be up to you but should include a short list of sources of information, some notes on the information gathered, and which questions you decided were worth asking and finding the answers to. The main component of this project will be the use of primary sources in the form of oral history and testimony from family, friends or contemporaries.

Some questions to think about:

How did I end up living in the place I now call home? How long have I been here in Toronto? When did I/my parents/grandparents, etc., arrive? Where did they/we come from? Where else did/they we go before coming here? Why here instead of somewhere else? What were the benefits/hardships of coming here? What did they/we bring or leave behind and why? Add any number of your own inquiries.

On research:

Don’t forget that whenever you find information you need to say where you got it from. When we use oral history as a source it is important to make note of who gave the information, what the question was and when they said it. If your grandmother tells you a story and you use part of it, you must make a note in your sources/references section to tell that is where you got your information. If you use maps, recordings, film footage, etc., they must all be noted and given credit in your information.

Presentation:

How will you present the information? Will you use maps, pictures, recordings, music, video, guest speakers, etc? Class presentations will be limited to five minutes per person unless special arrangements are made. Your presentation or display may be shown more than once or be on display for a period of time with your permission. 

Due Dates:

Draft of questions or paths of inquiry – Friday, September 30 (5 marks)

Outline of presentation including list of likely sources – Friday, October 6 (5 marks)

The week of October 10-13 will be for finalizing presentations

Presentations will take place Monday October 16 to Friday October 20. (5 marks) A sign up list for start times will be posted on Tuesday October 10. If you need any special resource (VCR, stereo, etc) please make sure you let me know so it can be arranged.

Origins: My Story Planning Sheet

	Question Regarding your own History and Background
	Answer
	How I’m going to use this information in my final Presentation

	How did my family arrive in Canada?
	We walked miles and miles to reach the border between….and then my Father worked to save money for us to fly to Nova Scotia…..
	A map showing where we started and ended up. This will be in my scrapbook or Bristol board.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Evaluation Rubric
	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Interview, inquiry, technique, and results (5)
	Few questions asked. Questions vague or unclear. Answers absent or incomplete.


	Some questions asked. Questions limited in scope. Answers only partial.
	Many questions asked. Questions are clear. Answers are complete.
	Numerous questions asked in depth. Answers complete and relate to other Q&A.

	Proof of research and corroborating evidence – Notes and sources (5)
	Few notes. Few sources. Sources noted improperly or not at all.
	Some notes and sources. Sources noted inconsistently.
	Notes cover all content. Sources complete.
	Notes cover all content as well as unused information. Sources use standard MLA style throughout.



	Presentation (5)
	Presentation greatly under time. Few resources used or information provided.
	Presentation slightly under time. Some resources used and information limited.
	Presentation almost within time limits. Resources used to compliment presentation and information.


	Presentation time within time limits. Numerous sources used to compliment and highlight presentation and information.


