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Developing our Displays to Share our Histories

Some Things to Remember

Project Parts

· Project title

· The Big Picture: project overview or summary 

· Illustrating your history: photographs, artifacts and art

· Writing your history…   

· …down to the last detail: writing captions and credits

Project Title 

Your project title will be the first thing people see on your projects. It is also your “first level of text” - the first and largest text your audience will see. It should grab people’s attention, and interest them in learning more about your history.   

The project title should: 

· Clearly tell what your project is about in a few short words 

· Be large enough to read from about 5-7 feet away

· Be creative! It should make people curious enough to learn more about your project    

If you have more than one bristol board you may want to make a title for each board. This means you could make one title for your whole project, and then each bristol board could have a subtitle that explores a particular theme or sub-theme. 

Writing for your Audience

1. The big picture: writing a project overview

A project overview is your “second level of text.” Its purpose is to give the reader a little information about what they are about to see and read. It will be the next thing people see after reading your title.  Sometimes it can be used as an introduction to different themes.     

The overview should: 

· Accurately introduce and summarize your project or theme in two or three sentences, but not more. It should not be detailed.

· Be written in a large to medium-sized font or hand-writing.

2. Writing your family history

The body of your text is where you have the chance to tell the richness of your family histories. This part is also called your “third level of text.” It provides the most detail about your family history.  

The body of the text should: 

· Tell your family story in some detail

· Outline push and pull factors leading to your family’s arrival in Canada and/or Toronto

· Provide some information about your cultural group’s origins in Canada   

· Relate to the photos/artifacts you have chosen

· Be written in a medium-small sized font or hand-writing

3. Illustrating your history

Photographs and artifacts help bring your family history to life. You should try to include as many as possible, while still providing room on your bristol board to tell your family history with words.

A word of caution: photos and artifacts should be relevant to your family history! They should help illustrate the story you want to tell about your family, and should not be included just because you like them. 

4. Writing captions

A caption is a short description underneath or beside a photo/artifact. It identifies the photo/artifact and tells the reader what it is about. Like the second level text/project overview, a caption should be short – only 1-3 sentences. 

Your captions should: 

· Briefly describe what is happening in the photo or tell what the artifact you have chosen is

· Be written in the smallest font or hand-writing shown on your bristol board. 

· Indicate who it belongs to 

· Indicate when it is from

A word of caution: in order to avoid losing family treasures, it is best to use copies of photos rather than the original photos themselves. If you want to include artifacts in your display but are concerned about losing them, you could take a picture of them, too.   

