
Interview with Ky Anh

This interview can be used to expose students to a real oral history. With younger students in Grades 5-6, the listening activity is completed as an entire class. For older students in grades 7-8, the activity can be done in small groups. Alternatively, if time permits, the Ky Anh interview and discussion questions can be used to model the oral history listening activity for older grades, after which point the students can break into groups and listen to other interviews. 

Additional interviews and content summaries are available on the Digital Content [link] section of this website. The questions below Ky Anh’s interview will provide some ideas of questions to ask students if you choose another oral history interview. 

Background:

This clip is from an interview with a Vietnamese man named Ky Anh. Ky Anh came to Canada in the 1970s by boat when he was 16 years old. Listen to him describe the challenges he faced when he arrived here. He also describes his feelings toward Canada today.  

1) What challenges did Ky face after coming to Canada? List two.

The language and the weather (it was winter and he didn’t have appropriate clothes.)

2) When did Ky Anh arrive in Canada?

March 1979

3) What was Ky wearing when he arrived in Canada?

Shorts and a t-shirt.

4) Who helped Ky Anh when he arrived to Canada? 
The Canadian government. They found him a place to stay, gave him clothes, helped them find housing, and gave him an allowance.

5) How does Ky describe how he feels about Canada today?  

He felt welcomed in Canada. He feels he owes this country something. “I truly feel this is my home now.”

Additional Questions:

Did you hear any distractions in the background?

Is this a good place to hold an interview? Why or why not?

What are two follow-up questions you would ask Ky if you were doing the interview?

