
The Always Prayer Shawl, by Sheldon Oberman

Summary:
Adam is a young Jewish boy in Czarist Russia. When the Revolution engulfs his village, his family decides to leave their home and start a new life across the ocean. Before Adam embarks on his journey, his grandfather hands the boy his prayer shawl, which was given to him by his own grandfather whose name was Adam.

The new world brings many changes. Adam and his family move into a small apartment. He learns a new language. His parents find work in a factory. In the midst of all this change, one thing stays the same—the certainty of Adam’s name and his prayer shawl. Sheldon Oberman has created a story that unfolds from time past to time present, when Adam, a grandfather himself now, hands the prayer shawl to his own grandson.

Main points/themes:

· describes life as a young boy in rural Russia- food, work, school, transportation, etc. 

· the importance of Jewish beliefs and customs
· traditions and intergenerational relationships

· historical context—the Russian Revolution—why people leave

· the voyage—on a ship

· life in the new country—things were different—language, lived in an apartment, in a city, parents worked in a factory 

· but, every Saturday Adam puts on his prayer shawl

· “some things change and some things don’t”

· the importance of tradition and the certainty of change

Questions for students: 
1) Show them a map; ask if they know where Russia is (?)
2) What is Adam’s life like as a boy in Russia? What are some things that he does? How is this different from your lives?

3) Why do Adam and his parents have to leave Russia?

4) What does Adam’s grandfather give him? Do you have anything that was given to you by your parents, grandparents, etc. that gets passed down in your family? Objects, photos, names?
5) Do you have anything that you would like to pass down to your grandchildren?

6) What are some things that change for Adam once his family moved to the new country?

7) What are some things that stay the same?

8) What did you like/dislike about this story?

Strengths of this book:

· author is Canadian

· historical content

· talks about family traditions and the passing of generations

· describes the reasons for emigration, the process, adjusting to life in the new country

· nice illustrations

· appropriate vocabulary and reading level for Grade 5/6






